Peter Faulks – Table Conundrums


Answers 
Quiz night Conundrums answers
1. The spotlight puzzle
 
A conference room contains three separate wall-mounted spotlights - right, left and front of stage. Each is controlled by its own on-off switch. These three switches are numbered 1, 2 and 3, but they are in a back-room which has no sight of the the spotlights or the conference room (and there are no reflections or shadows or mirrors, and you are alone). How do you identify each switch correctly - right, left, front - if you can only enter the back-room once?


2. What connects these words?... Dram, Colon, Won, Dong, Kip.



3.Scientist Dr Alexander Graham Bell, inventor of the telephone, had what well known unit of measurement was named after him? 


4. What do these words have in common, and what does each word mean in that common context? 
· string, 
· ostentation, 
· smack, 
· pitying, 
· crash, 
· unkindness, 
· murmuration, 
· drove, 
· pod, 
· murder, 
· knot, 
· colony, 
· grist, 
· brood, 
· shrewdness, 
· school, 
· siege. 


6. What 15-letter word contains the letter 'E' five times and no other vowels? 

7. To circus people, what is a 'First of May Joey'? 

8. What is deoxyribonucleic acid? 		de ho oxy ribo nucleleic ACID


9. What word ends with an S in its plural masculine form, but changes to singular feminine when another S is added to the end? 

10. What countries of Europe have flags with vertical stripes of these colours? - black/yellow/red; blue/white/red; red/white/green? 

11. What is the capacity of a 'barrel' as commonly referenced for crude oil production? 

Also, what does OPEC stand for, 

and what are the eleven member countries (as at October 2004)? 
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12. Where would you find stags and kites (along with a couple of other creatures that would surely give the game away)? 

13. What was 'Sphairistike'? (The word is Greek, loosely meaning 'ball-game', and an earlier version was known by the French as 'Jeu de Paume'). 

14. What icon of 20th century design was the Chapman Root Glass Company of Indiana responsible for introducing in 1915? 

15. What twelve animals feature in Chinese astrology?

16. These seemingly unpronounceable sounds actually appear in common English words; what are the three words? – 

17. A father took his son to hospital for emergency treatment after an accident. The doctor greeted them, but on seeing the boy, exclaimed, "I can't operate on him - he's my son!" How can this be? (The son was not adopted, nor a step-son.) 

18.The 'Frying Pan' was a 1931 prototype and early production nickname for what item of electro-magnetic equipment? 

19. Lincoln's stunning 1955 Futura convertible concept car appeared in motor shows to wide acclaim until 1959, when it achieved even greater notoriety, featuring the 1959 film 'It Started With A Kiss' starring Glenn Ford and Debbie Reynolds. The car later became even more famous for what reason? 


20. Name a common word with five consecutive vowels. 

21. Catholic bishops are allowed seven of them, priests five, and ordinary people one; what are they? 

22. Why do we say 'Bless you' to someone who has sneezed? 

23. Whose secret ingredient is code-named 7X? 

24. Why did so many sailors have a crucifix tattooed on their backs in the 1700's?

25. What's the longest word in the English language with only one vowel? 

26. What do the words ALMOST and BIOPSY have in common? 

27. What's the only word in the English language having four consecutive double letters? 

28. Draw a capital T over a capital C so that the down-stroke of the T ends in the centre of the C. What historical event does this represent?

29. What five odd figures when added together make fourteen? 

30. The time displayed usually on watches and clocks in adverts is what?, and why? 

31. What are the only four commonly used words in the English language ending in 'dous'? (There is a fourth not-so-common word, and a fifth very uncommon one, which also has one of each vowel in the correct order)

32. What is the only word in the English language that ends in 'mt'? 

33. What are the longest one-syllable words in the English language?

34. Two words that sound exactly the same and have opposite meanings. (They are spelt differently but phonetically - they sound - the same): There are several examples: 

35. Words which without changing the spelling or sound have two opposite meanings. There are several examples of these words which are spelt the same and have two opposite meanings: 

36. What trades or occupations are associated with these surnames? (easy ones first) Turner, Joiner, Glazier, Draper, Cartwright, Bowyer, Fletcher, Wainwright, Tanner, Scrivener, Sexton, Cooper, Horner, Chandler, Mercer, Franklin.


37. The sequence 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 incorporates another sequence: 

38. What connects Wedgwood pottery and The Origin Of Species? 

39. What do these letters mean? ABZ, BGO, HAJ, MEL, ORD, SPK. 

40. What is 'trichlorophenylmethyliodisalicyl' more commonly known as? 

41. What order is denoted by the following prefixes? First, Middle, Morning, Forenoon, Afternoon, First Dog, Last Dog. 

42. Complete the sequence (three more needed): S, H, S, M, C, D, P, R, O, ... T, R, D.

43. Why was Dr Who's 'Tardis' so called? 

44. What was the origin of the 3M company name? 

45. Who was Lady Creighton-Ward? 

46. What did Mikoyan and Gurevich design? 

47. What's the difference between a rhombus and a rhomboid? 

48. The first Englishman to be killed in a plane crash had another claim to fame, what was it? 

49. What's special about the words 'reverberated' and 'stewardesses'? And in the same vein, lollipop? 

50. Name a fifteen letter word containing fifteen different letters. 

51. Complete the sequence (five more required): deca, hecto, kilo,.... 

52. What do these pairings have in common and what is the odd pair in the sequence? - AA, AI, IO, OU, OX, BO, KI. 

53. What is it?: the people who make it don't want it, the people who buy it don't use it and the people who use it don't know. 

54. What is assessed by the international grading system known as the Four C's, and what does each of the C's represent? 

55. What's special about these sets of letters: SA - DK - XLNC - NV - NME - FND - XPDNC? 

56. Who were 'Too Much' and Norville Rogers? 


57. There are lots of countries and continents that begin with the letter 'A'. Two of them differ from the rest; which two and why? 

58. Who has appeared more often than any other woman on the cover of Time magazine? 

59. What do these pairs have in common? Lenny Henry and Michael Jackson - Peter Gabriel and Stevie Wonder - John Motson and Virginia Wade - Stanley Kubrick and Danny La Rue - Charles Dance and Chris Tarrant. 

60. What oversized onomatopoeically-named mechanism was put on display for people to use at the British Empire Wembley Exhibition in 1924, in order to reassure the public as to its safety and reliability? 

61. A pair of red shoes were sold at auction in 1988 for £90,000. What made them special? 

62. What is unusual and probably unique about British postage stamps? 

63. A man is walking home with his dog at a steady 4mph. With 6 miles to go the dog is let off the leash and runs all the way home at 6 mph. The dog immediately turns and runs back to the man at the same speed, and upon meeting him it turns and runs home again. It continues to run back and forth at the same speed until the man reaches home. What distance has the dog run since being let off the leash? 

64. What year when written in Roman numerals uniquely contains one each of the Roman number symbols in descending order?

65. Irrespective of size and gauge, what is the most number of times a square piece of paper can be folded in half? (And not by repeatedly folding and unfolding it which would be cheating.)

66. What did each of these brand names originally represent? Athena, Nike, Vesta, Mercury, Vulcan, Flora, Mars. 

67. With no pre-selection, and excluding February 29th, what's the smallest number of people in a group required to ensure a better than even chance of at least two having the same birthday? That's birthDAY, notbirthDATE.

68. Does a bullet fired straight up into the air take longer to go up or to come down, or the same time, and why? 

69. How many different batting orders are possible in a team of eleven cricketers? 

70.What famous confrontational sporting ritual begins with the words, "Ka Mate Ka Mate..." 

71. How many times would a football rotate if rolled around the middle circumference of another football of the same size?

72. Why are buttons on women's and men's clothing such as jackets and shirts on different sides (and for the same reason, why do bras fasten at the back?) 

73. A part of a wheel is a SPOKE, another word for people is FOLK, so how do you spell the word for the white of an egg? 

74. A man knew he was bankrupt the moment he stopped his car outside a railway station. How? 

75. A stamp collector paid $100,000 for a stamp and then deliberately destroyed it. Why? 

76. Two chess masters played fifteen consecutive games of chess. No games were drawn, every game was finished, yet both players won and lost the same number of games as each other. How could this happen? 

77. A bucket and spade together cost £25.50. The spade costs £20 more than the bucket. What is the price of each? 

78. Complete the sequence: O, T, T, F, F, S, S, ... 
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Find the man between the coffee beans.
    
    
Doctors have concluded that if you find the man in 3 seconds that your Right half of your brain is better developed than most people. If you find the man between 3 seconds and one minute, then your right half of the brain is developed normally. If you find the man between one minute and 3 minutes, then the right half of your brain is functioning slowly and 

You need to eat more protein. If you have not found the man after minutes your right half of your brain is a mess, and the only advice is to look more for these types of exercises to make that part of the brain stronger.
    
The man really is there.
    
In fact, once you find him, you cannot miss him afterwards!
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